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Q HISTORIC AMERICAN DUILDINGS SURVEY B No, 80-258
STEPHEN SHERVSBUREY HOUSE

Address: 311 Esst Beay and Laurens Strecgie, Charleston,
Charleston County, South Csrolina.

Present Qumer: Historie Charlesuon Foundaition, 51 deebing Strect,
Charleston, Soubth Cerolina,

Iresent Jecupgznl: VYecant.

Present Use: Hot used-~to be repaired and leased or sold for
idential purposes,

Statement of A town house of the early 19th century with line
Significance: architectural, details,

PERT F. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A, Original and Subsequent Owners:

: Originally owned by Stephen Shrewsbury {Register dMesne
Conveyance Office, book B-7, p. 163), who purchased the loi

g : from George Wolf (Woolf). In 1815 his executor sold to
Henrietta Campbell [RMCO, M-8, p. 277], who sold to James
E. kePherson in 1817 [RI0,5-8, p. 134)}. HMcPherson descend-
ants conveyed the property to Lirs. Liza Daggett in 1878
{RMCO, K-17, p. 460]. Acquired by Julian E. Smith and
Helen E. Smith in 1952 [RMCO, #-55, p. 515]. Purchaseé by
the Historic Charleston Foundation (contract for sale,
Lugust 1962) .

The building wes erecied by 1809; Stephen Shrewsbury was
living in it that year [eity Directory].

B. HNotes on Alterations and Additions: Observation of physical
evidence indicatesthe addition of window cornices in the
late 19th century and the enclosure of an srea at the west
ané, vrebably once oceupied by part of the piazza.

PART II, ARCHITECTURAL, TNFOEMATION
L, Generazl Statement -

L. Architecﬁural characier: A house of a type very representa-
' tive of Charleston, with fine details of the Adam style,
largely preserved, with some su@erf1c¢al late 19th cenlury

‘ S .~ additions.
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Condition of fabric: The basic structures appears sound
out the finish does not appesr ¢ heve been meintained
for sometime, The stair railing has losit most of its
balusters,

hmicel Desecripiion of Zxteriow

Cver-all dimensions: fbout 37' x 60'; three-and~a-half
stories; faces south,

Foundations: The stuccoed brick walls conbtinue to the
ground without distinciion.

Ywiall constructlion: Stuceo over large brick laid in
Flemish bond marked off to imitate stone jointing.
An addition at the west end is of frame with clap-
bosrds. Some stucco has come off along the north side.

Porches and stoops: £ two-story Cherleston pilazza ex-
‘tends along the south front, over an elliplical-arched
brick basement several feet high. First and secoud stories
are of wood, five bays, with slender solid colums having
Greek Doric cepitals and thin entablatures. Rallings

have turned balusters, only a few missing. Flooring of
matched pine boards about 3-1,/2'% wide,

A wooden exterior stairwey of relatively recent date is
attached to the wesgt end of the house; it is of no interesth.

Chimneys: Two brick chimneys are on the north wall, flush
with the wall, spaced 10 center on the mein rooms; each
hes three flues with round chimney pots, which are not
common in Cherleston.

Quenings:

a. Doorways and doors; On the east end, at the end
of the piazza, is a simple wooden frontispiece
entrance, set on onc marble step above grade,
Pilasters have sinple capitals, with z cyma
reversa molding topped by a fillet. There is a
wide frieze and simple cornice. This frontiepiece
is set against nerrow f{lush boards, laid horizon-
tally. It may be somewhat later than the house,
bubt appears to belong to the first half of the
19th century. Several wood steps lead up to the
first floor of the piazzza.

From the first floor of ‘the piazzae a central door-
vwey forms the mein entrence. In an elliptical :
opening ls set a paneled door with fanlight and 5
double-hung side lights (with panel below). There =+
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are fluted colomettes, the cornice has dentils
and modilliong, and the frieze is ornanented with
swags in relief, A wide wooden archivolt, with
dentils, is set inside the masonry erch.

Lt the second {loor of +the plazza is a very sinple
central doorway.

b. Windows and shuiters: Openings sre rectangular;
those under the piazza sre simple, bub the others
have sheet metal cornices apparently added in the
late 19th century. Sash are of wood, double hung.
The third story windows retain six lights over
six lights, but others now have single panes.
Louvered shutters remain on the south first-story
windows; stucco sills.,

There are five bays slong ithe south wall, three
along the east. The north wall has only iwo
windows~~-one at each stair landing.

Miscellaneous exterior trim: On the southeast corner
is a pilaster which extends from grade o the cornice
of the first story of the piazza. A paneled parapet
crowns the top of the plazza on the easst end.

Roof';

2. Shape, covering: Hip roof, standing seam sheet
metal covering.

b. Cornice: Three courses of brick, the mlddle ones
set diagonally. A modern sheet metal gutter extends
along the piazzZa corniece,

c. Dormers: One hipped dormer on east end, one on
west end, three on south {front,

C. Technical Description of Interior

1.

Floor plans: Floors are similar--two main roome with

a central stair hall between and a plazza along the
south side. A%t the northwest corner is a small original
two-story wing. ALlong the west end is a three-story
wooden wing of relatively modern date, Which provides
kitchens and bathrooms for apartnent-house use.

Stairway: The stairway is of the open-well type, located
at the north end of the hall. It has an open string with
decorative brackets; there is a molded wooden handrail

- but only a few balusters remain.



STEPHEN SHREWSBURY HOUSE
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Flooring: Longleaf yellow pine boards, sbout 6" wide,

Wiall end ceiling finish: Plester, papered or painted,
This has deteriorated in places.

Doorways and doors: Openings have wood architrave trim
with reeding. Doors have gix raised anc fielded panels.

Trim: ‘Wainscoting is of wood with raised and fielded
panels., There are interior shutiers with raised and
fielded panels,

Finish in h&ll: In the first-floor entrance hall there
ie & plaster cornice with modillions and a ceiling
centerpiece with acanbhus leaveg, The entrance has
paneled pilasiters and an enitablature with dentils,

Jenibs and soffits of the side-light alcoves are paneled.

Mentel: In the drawing room, the west room on the

second story, is 2 wooden mantel with reeded pilagters
and entablature. The fireplace opening, now closed,

is framed with marble, around which is a smell carved
wooden melding. The erchitrave is decoreted with {luting.
Blocks in the friezes over the pilasiers are cornamented
with an urn in each, in low relief. In the central bloek
of the frieze is a group of relief figures; on the re-
mainder of the frieze are remeins of an anthemion and
gerland motive in low relief, of cast composition. The
corni.ce consists of an ornamented bead, narrow cavetto,
narrow ovolo, dentils, narrow c¢yma recta, projecting
fascia, narrow ornamented cyma reversa and fillet.

Additional notes on room finish:

a. Ceiling heights are 11' on {irst and second flodrs,
8'-6' on the third floor.

b. Bast room on first floor: There is a heavy wooden
mantel with two Greek Doriec columns, obviously a
replacement. The hall doorway has reeded archi-
trave trim, over which is a frieze andg cornice,
ornamenied in Adam styile.

c. - West room on first floor: There is an Adam mantel
with ornamented frierze and paneled ornamented pi-
lasters, @ paneled wainscot and a plester cornice.

d. = Hast room on second floor: There is an ornamented
Adam mentel with pilasters sheped like cabriole:
legs, paneled wainscot, reeded archiirave trim on
window openings and an ornamenied Adam frieze and

. cornice over the hall doorway. &4 plaster cornice 'f'”°
with relief ornament is an addition, probably mid-

19th cendury.
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€. Third~-floor rooms have paneled weinscoting, simple
vooden mantels =2nd no cornlces.

f. The attic hes two smell finished rooms with pleaster
wells and ceiling. Doors are of board and batten
congstruction.

Site

General setling and orientetion: This house is locaied
on the nortlwest corner of Zest Bay and Laurens Streets.
The street enbrance is on the ezst end bub the house
really feces Laurens Street toward the south., The lot
is not rectangular, since fast Bay sireet inlersects

the others at an angle, This weas formerly a residentisl
neighborhood but in recent years it hes been inveded by
comnercial and industrial ectivities, and Esst Bay
sireet is now a busy artery of automobile traffic.

knclosures: £ brick and stucco wall, with coping, extends
alang the south lot line and part of the east line, where
its upper portion has e simple iron fence. 7The house

is built up o the east and north lot lines.

Qutbuildings: 4 small brick two-sbory, five-bay building
west of the house may have been a gervice building; et
present it is a sepsraete dwelling.

Prepared by Herley J. MeKee, Archiiect
National Park Service :
July 1962, September 1963




